
 

 

COMM UNITY MEMORANDUM  

TO: BRIANNE NADEAU 

FROM: LAURA RECCHIE 

SUBJECT: ISSUES ON GEORGIA AVE. FROM PARK RD TO IRVING ST.  

DATE: JUNE 22, 2015 

CC: COMMISSIONER BOBBY HOLMES;  
3318 GEORGIA AVE TENANTS: JUSTIN MARSHALL, MICHAEL MORT, STEVE ROUNDS, 
DAVE MCGURL, ZEINA BADRAN, RYAN POUGIALES, LINDSAY GUTEKUNST;  
AND NADEAU STAFF: CLAUDIA BARAHONA 

  

 
Councilmember Nadeau,  
 
Below I have outlined the observed challenges our local community is facing today. The 
specific area in question is bordered by Park Rd to the north and Irving St to the south, 
Sherman Ave to the West and Warder to the East. These 4 issues are based on 
observations, discussions with neighbors along Georgia, and on Morton and Lamont, 
and my own professional experience in community development. The suggested 
solutions are simply initial ideas, it is not an exhaustive list, and an inclusive discussion 
with the community will probably be the appropriate next step to fully understand the 
problems and gain input from residents on possible solutions.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Laura Recchie 
President  
Root + Branch, Inc 
Resident: 3318 Georgia Ave NW 
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1. Problem: Vacant and Unused Buildings 
One of the biggest problems affecting our area, and the thing that is substantially 
different in our 3-block section of Georgia compared to the rest of Georgia is the 
excessive vacant space along Georgia Avenue. From the corner of Park and Georgia to 
the corner of Lamont and Georgia, the majority of space is unused. This gives the area a 
sense of abandonment, and it also means the owners of these spaces are not present and 
accountable for the activity taking place in front of their property. There are a lack of 
“eyes” on this area of Georgia Ave. 

 
Suggested Solutions:  
• Finding out what businesses the neighborhood would like to see and enacting policy 

to incentivize or propel this activity.  
• Encouraging developers to do something with the properties they have purchased 
• Discouraging speculative purchases of property (sitting on land until it’s valuable) 
• Increasing fines for vacant properties, and increasing enforcement of said properties 
• Commandeering or encouraging the donation to a non profit of properties that 

remain vacant and unused for excessive amounts of time  
o Specifically the old car lot at Park and Georgia and the iHip Hop and 

Chocolate City buildings at the corner of Lamont and Georgia- both of 
which have been vacant for at least 4 years- and could be repurposed for 
community use. 

• Assisting developers with permits and red tape that might be holding back their 
construction- and requiring a Community Benefit Agreement in return for this 
assistance 

• Using properties for community spaces until build begins. For instance, if Murray’s 
grocery store will be torn down eventually, tear it down now and make a green space, 
a community park, garden or a basketball court with benches that can be utilized 
until construction is ready to begin. Or use the parking lots for community parking.  
Hold a community art making event (see public identity making below), or other 
activities that allow the space to be used and populated in the interim. 

 
 
 

2. Problem: Lack of appropriate community space for Georgia Avenue residents 
Based on the intense amount of “loitering” at Georgia Avenue and Lamont near the 
only bus stop with a bench and shelter in the area, it is clear that our neighbors need a 
space to socialize and commune. While this does often include illicit behavior- it is not 
always drug and alcohol use, and we do need to recognize that. Rather than spend our 
time busting up “loitering” it would be more effective to create appropriate shared 
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community space, and then increase law enforcement on the drug and alcohol sales and 
abuse in our communities. Simply moving the large gathering of men that bottleneck the 
sidewalk at the corner to a space off the sidewalk would reduce the street harassment of 
women, and reduce the tension between pedestrians and our local socializers.  

 
Suggested Solutions:   
• Create appropriate public parks and space for local residents to commune using any 

of the empty spaces along Georgia Avenue (see previous issue)  
o Specifically a space along Georgia that retains high visibility and access to 

increase safety, law enforcement access and appeal for resident’s use.   
o Community engagement and input in the creation of the public space will 

increase the shared accountability of the neighborhood  
o A particularly ideal space would be the southeast corner of Lamont and 

Georgia. Since that area has already been proven popular for local folks to 
hang out, and since the two buildings have been vacant for years- utilizing 
this space for a small park node would solve several issues at once. 

• The Salvation Army at the corner of Sherman and Lamont has space they would like 
to make available for the neighborhood such as bathrooms, showers, classrooms, etc. 
but lack the funding for personnel and maintenance.  

 
 

3. Problem: Lack of Identity  
Boundaries of surrounding neighborhoods ambiguously include our area of Georgia 
Ave. We are on the western border of Columbia Heights and the eastern border of Park 
View. We are too far south to be Petworth, and Howard’s surroundings don’t usually 
consider us.  All of these communities are active and engaged, but they are also inwardly 
focused, leaving the outskirts a bit excluded. Even the Georgia Avenue Community Task 
Force, has historically been primarily concerned with the lower Georgia Ave corridor 
south of us- although with the Park Morton housing redevelopment and the other 
extensive upcoming new development that is actually changing.  

 
Suggested Solutions: 

• Identity defining public art projects for instance a mural on the blank wall of 
3340 Georgia Avenue (privately owned) would help define that currently vacant 
corner of our neighborhood.  

• Place making activities- community gatherings, small play nodes, public art, 
shared community spaces 

• Increased outreach from policy makers and community leaders to our specific 
area to address the specific needs of our area, and more effectively address the 
common needs of our collective neighborhoods.  
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• Better coordination between Petworth, Columbia Heights and Park View and the 
lower Georgia Ave community groups. Besides increasing each communities 
effectiveness, greater coordination will aggregate consumer bases and thus help 
all commercial businesses.  Coordination will help attract and sustain businesses 
that have positive impact on our neighborhood. 

• Request the already established and active Luray to Warder community group to 
expand their West border to Sherman to include the area in question. 

 
 
 

4. Problem: Poor relationship with local law enforcement and seemingly 
ineffective enforcement of drug sale and use laws in our neighborhood.  

 
It is my understanding that we are on the border of a police precinct, but not a part of 
the precinct a block north of us on Park. It is my feeling that because we are on the edge 
of one and so close to another, both precincts assume the other is covering our area- 
leaving us alarmingly unprotected.  

 
Given the excessive and blatant use of intravenous drugs on this stretch of Georgia 
Avenue, current law enforcement efforts are not effective. Although we have been 
advised to call 911 to increase our coverage, I have yet to see this method have an 
impact. Personally, I have called 911 so many times the operators know my number- and 
yet the problems still continue. People are passed out on the side of the street, in our 
back alleys and along Lamont Street on a regular basis.  People are shooting up behind 
our apartments and needles are regularly deposited after use at the corner of Morton and 
Georgia, and in our front yards. 

 
Furthermore, the police are not expressing an interest to work with our community. I 
believe that the police officers on duty in our neighborhood do not know the non-
trouble making community members, which is an obstacle to their effectiveness. I also 
believe their work is hampered and relationships with local residents are lacking because 
even when they are present, they do not leave their cars.  

 
Suggested Solutions:   
• Better coordination between precincts  
• Pedestrian police officers in strategic locations.  

o From our experience we suggest regular police presence at the corner of 
Lamont and Georgia and the alley between Lamont and Morton. Although I 
would imagine further community input would provide additional areas that 
could use better police presence.   



 

5 

o This need is only for a short-term influx of police presence. Studies have 
shown that within a year of increased pedestrian cop presence, crime 
decreases enough that a smaller expenditure of force is necessary to retain 
low crime rates.  

• Better police engagement and protection for local business 
o One of the main reasons Green Market allows loiterers is that when they 

disburse the crowds there are consequences. There has been aggressive 
behavior, vandalizing and theft. If there was a regular police presence 
backing them up, they may feel more comfortable protecting their space.  

 
 

4.a. Additional Solutions regarding crime and drug use that do not include the 
police: 
• Targeted social services to this area regarding drug and alcohol abuse, sex workers, 

and employment assistance.  
• Better design of new builds to include elements of Crime Prevention Through 

Environmental Design (CPTED) 
o The buildings at 3318 Georgia and 3322 Lamont create a back alley corner 

that is poorly lit, and virtually invisible. It is perfect for drug use, sex work 
and defecating- much to the detriment of the surrounding area. This has to 
be addressed in any new builds in that area- specifically the condos that will 
replace the ALSCO factory.  

o CPTED elements will be especially crucial for the Park Morton Project. I can 
only assume that the original subsidized housing was built into a cul-de-sac 
under the defense of space theories that were quite popular with HUD in the 
70s and 80s. Hopefully the current designer will use updated CPTED 
planning elements to create an accessible housing structure that is better 
integrated into the surrounding neighborhood. 

o The bus shelter at the corner of Lamont and Georgia provide a sense of 
privacy from the street (and thus police in cars) which encourages drug and 
alcohol abuse. Perhaps removing this shelter will deter the current activity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 


